THE STRUGGLE  WITH JACKSON.

237

elaborate he ever made on the subject of the cur-
rency, and the relations of the government to it.
His theme was the duty and right of the general
government under the Constitution to regulate
and control the currency, and his masterly argu-
ment was the best that has ever been made, leav-
ing in fact nothing to be desired.

In the spring of 1889 there was talk of sending
Mr. Webster to London as commissioner to settle
the boundary disputes, but it came to nothing,
and in the following summer he went to England
in his private capacity accompanied by his family.
The visit was in every way successful. It brought
rest and change as well as pleasure, and was full
of interest. Mr. Webster was very well received,
much attention was paid him, and much admira-
tion shown for him. He commanded all this, not
only by his appearance, his reputation, and his in-
tellectual force, but still more by the fact that
he was thoroughly and genuinely American in
thought, feeling, and manner.

He reached New York on his return at the end
of December, and was there met by the news of
General Harrison's nomination by the Whigs. In
the previous year it had seemed as if, with Clay
out of the way by the defeat of 1832, and Harri-
son by that of 1836, the great prize must fall to
Mr. Webster, His name was brought forward
by the Whigs of Massachusetts, but it met with
no response even in New England. It was the